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UAE, Qatar, Egypt, Beirut
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Middle East and North Africa 
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Middle East and North Africa 
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World Distribution of Muslim Population
*Only countries with more than 1 million Muslims are shown (1.6 Billion world-wide 
(23%); 3.3 million in the U.S.; Fastest growing religion)



Denominations and Schools within Islam (Global 
Distribution)  Sunni ~75% | ~Shia 20% | ~Suffi 5%



Oil Producing Countries



Oil Reserves by Country/Region



Middle East & US Military



Middle East & US Military



Suez Canal



Israel, Palestine, Syria, 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon



Media Hubs in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA)



United Arab Emirates



The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) is a 
federation of seven 
states formed in 1971 by 
the then Trucial States 
after independence from 
Britain.

• Population: 9.4 million (UN, 2022) 

• Population Growth Rate: 0.81%

• Capital: Abu Dhabi (~1.7 million)

• Largest city: Dubai (~2.6 MILLION)

• Area: 77,700 sq km (30,000 sq miles) 

• National language: Arabic 

• National religion: Islam 

• Life expectancy: 76 years (men), 78 
years (women) (UN) 

• Leading cause of death: Obesity 
related health + Road Injuries

• Main exports: Oil and Gas 

• PPP Purchasing Power Parity: $70,237 
(World Bank, 2015)  (U.S.=$55K)

United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.)





6th largest migrant population in the world



Early 1990s Development: 
Middle East Head Quarters of Global Transnational Companies



Dubai 1990 vs 2015 (25 years)
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Early 1990s Development: 
Middle East Head Quarters of Global Transnational Companies

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum is 
the 71-year-old billionaire ruler of Dubai and 
vice-president of the United Arab Emirates.

Sheikh Rashid Al Maktoum
Ruled Dubai for 32 years from 1958-
1990.  MASTER PLAN: diversify its 
economy and become an international 
trade and financial center as well as a 
tourist destination.





Early 1990s Development: 
Middle East Head Quarters of Global Transnational Companies



Downtown Dubai Today 



Development: The City Metropolis



Global Transportation Hub



Burj Khalifa: - Dubai skyscraper
The Gulf state of Dubai has unveiled plans for the world's tallest building 





Burj Khalifa: 
World's tallest building 



Burj Khalifa: 
World's tallest building 



7 artificial “palm island” projects



Palm Jumeirah :  Creation of  off-shore resort Islands
(AKA Jebel Ali Palm Island)



Night/Day--Palm Jumeirah Ground Level



Palm Jumeirah: Luxury Housing Developments



Palm Jumeirah: Luxury Housing Developments



Palm Jumeirah:  The Atlantis Luxury Hotel ~$450/night



Burj Al Arab 7 STAR Luxury Hotel ~$1,906/night priceline



The Earth: Luxury Housing Project



The Earth: Luxury Housing Project



The Earth: Luxury Housing Project



Jebel Ali Shipping/Cargo Terminal
Dubai’s Most Valuable Commercial Asset
Largest Free Trade Zone in the World
Hosts ~ 1,000 + Companies



20 Different International Economic Free Trade Zones
No Taxes
Economic Incentives
Gov’t Aid in Licensing + Bureaucracy



Dubai: Expectation vs. Reality

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nt5Soy6pKYA


Media City: Dubai



Media City: Dubai



Major broadcasters based at Dubai 
Media City
• Al Arabiya-Middle East 

Broadcasting Center
• APTN
• Reuters
• CNN
• BBC World
• Bloomberg L.P.
• CNBC Arabiya
• Voice of America (VoA) 
• Showtime Arabia
• Ten Sports — Taj Television Ltd
• ARY Digital Network
• Geo TV

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APTN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APTN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reuters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloomberg_L.P.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNBC_Arabiya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Showtime_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Sports
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taj_Television_Ltd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ARY_Digital_Network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geo_TV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBzm8b8cSm8




Middle East Broadcasting Center
• MBC 1 (Middle East)- Independent Pan Arab channel. A commitment to local

programming- from soap operas to hit reality TV shows. 

• MBC 2- The 24-hour non-stop stream of Hollywood movies, from blockbusters to classics 
and international films. Long kisses on the lips and any sexual related acts are cut from 
the films. Strong violence is also censored. 

• MBC3- A children’s entertainment channel which delivers a programming mix of 
children's education and entertainment for Arab kids aged between three and thirteen. 

• MBC 4 The Arab world’s first exclusive tailored channel for women, MBC 4 broadcasts 
Western entertainment, airs prime time shows such as Oprah, Dr. Phil, Dr. Oz, The 
Doctors Show, House, The Office, American Idol, America’s Got Talent, So You Think 
You Can Dance

• MBC Bollywood 24 hours of Hindi films, either subtitled or dubbed in Arabic, targeting 
South Asian audiences, and Arab Bollywood enthusiasts & also onair Indian dramas 

• MBC MASR- Targeting Egyptian viewers. 

• MBC Action- A channel that targets young Arab males. It delivers Western series, 
movies and action reality showsThe Mentalist (exclusive on MBC Action), The Vampire 
Diaries (exclusive on MBC Action), Fringe (Exclusive on MBC Action), Supernatural, V 
(exclusive on MBC Action) and True Blood. 

• MBC Max  The MBC Group’s second 24-hour movie channel which caters to a younger 
audience. The channel airs comedy, action, romance and drama movies as well as 
classic and new Bollywood films. 

• MBC Drama- It is a family channel, It is a 24-hour entertainment channel that airs 
Western and Arabic variety content. The two most popular dubbed series are NUR 
(Turkish series) and Grey’s Anatomy. 

• Al Arabiya- A 24-hour free-to-air news channel which was launched in 2003. The 
channel also airs several documentaries. 



Justice TV Show = 1st UAE + Netflix Collaboration



Club Scene Dubai



Tradition



“Graffiti” & Street Art: Dubai

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M17UoJ9U0KI


Tourism for the Elite



Opulence



Opulence

Police: Lykan 
Supersport 
$3.4million
0-60mph 2.8sec



Technology Development



Professional Sports Markets in Dubai

Morning trackwork at the Nad Al Sheba racetrack a 
day before the US$6 million Dubai World Cup. 

Tiger Woods plays in the first round of the  Dubai 
Desert Classic.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2gjXW9pVEY&list=PLMFGVXWuJ1C5ehSARsi5LS2zUH4frI0Zt&index=201


Tourism for the Elite



Snow comes to deserts of Dubai: World’s Largest Indoor Snow Park

The largest indoor snow park in the world 
has opened in the Gulf Emirate of Dubai.

Ski Dubai, 85m high by 80m wide, has to cope with average outside 
winter temperatures of 25C and summer temperatures soaring above 
40C.

The 22,500sq/m of piste are covered with 6,000 metric tons of 
manufactured snow all year round.

The temperature inside is maintained at -1 or -2C. Arabs who 
prefer to wear their traditional kandouras can hire black, 
knee-length padded coats.

The $272m resort is the latest project in the emirate which is seeking to become a major tourism hub.



Dubai Snowpark



Dubai Snowpark



Vacationland—Middle East

The seven-star Burj Al Arab hotel has 
become one of Dubai's most recognisable 
symbols.

The Jumeirah Beach Hotel

http://www.bestof-dubai.com/trace.php?url=DUB020&or=I


Professional Sports Markets in Dubai

A number of balls were lost.

Tennis publicity stunt: Andre Agassi and 
Roger Federer played on the hotel's 
helipad.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc3IpqnbSjE


Labor in Dubai: What they Don’t Tell You

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGnUOrIRSE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGnUOrIRSE0


Workers Rights:  Strike

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MJS1ijshHA


Sex Trafficking In Dubai

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HTK3TsAglg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eS_WeJq5xxY



	MEDIA  & CULTURE HUBS �in The Modern Middle East:�UAE, Qatar, Egypt, Beirut��
	Physical Geography of the Middle East
	Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
	Middle East and North Africa (MENA) GeoPhysical Map
	World Distribution of Muslim Population
	Denominations and Schools within Islam (Global Distribution)  Sunni ~75% | ~Shia 20% | ~Suffi 5%
	Oil Producing Countries
	Oil Reserves by Country/Region
	Middle East & US Military
	Middle East & US Military
	Suez Canal
	Israel, Palestine, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon
	Media Hubs in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
	United Arab Emirates
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Dubai 1990 vs 2015 (25 years)
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Global Transportation Hub
	Burj Khalifa: - Dubai skyscraper�The Gulf state of Dubai has unveiled plans for the world's tallest building 
	Slide Number 27
	Burj Khalifa: �World's tallest building 
	Burj Khalifa: �World's tallest building 
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Major broadcasters based at Dubai Media City
	Slide Number 46
	Middle East Broadcasting Center 
	Justice TV Show = 1st UAE + Netflix Collaboration
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Professional Sports Markets in Dubai
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Dubai Snowpark
	Dubai Snowpark
	Vacationland—Middle East
	Professional Sports Markets in Dubai
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67

